


Merit Badges — What, Why and Where?

* Merit Badges are awards earned by members of the Boy Scouts of
America, based on activities within the area of study by completing a
list of periodically updated requirements

* Merit badges exist to encourage Scouts to explore areas that interest
them and to teach them valuable skills in Scoutcraft. The award of
merit badges sometimes leads to careers and lifelong hobbies.

* https://www.scouting.org/programs/scouts-bsa/advancement-and-
awards/merit-badges/




Merit Badges — Eagle Required vs. Not?

A total of 21 merit badges (10 more than required for the Life rank) must be earned
for the Eagle Scout rank, including these 13 merit badges:

* First Aid * Environmental Science OR

« Citizenship in the Community Sustainability

« Citizenship in the Nation * Personal Management

» Citizenship in the World * Swimming OR Hiking OR Cycling
« Communication * Camping

* Personal Fithess




How do | start a Merit Badge?

* Pick a subject that interests you

https://www.scouting.org/programs/scouts-
bsa/advancement-and-awards/merit-badges/

* Discuss with your family
e Discuss with your Patrol/Troop
e Discuss with SM/ASM

* Open up a Merit Badge with the
Advancement Chair

e Attend a Merit Badge Day

* Troop Sponsored Events

* CPC Sponsored Events

* Evergreen Aviation Museum
* Online Merit Badge Courses
e Cabela’s Merit Badge Days



What can | expect to do for a Merit Badge?

For the Blue Card

* Get a Blue Card

* Fill it out

* Get it signed by the SM

* Contact MBC

* Do the work

* Get it signed by the MBC
* Get it signed by the SM

* Turnitin

In General

Be Safe
Observe YPT — Youth Protection

Do, Show, Explain, Demonstrate,
Tell, Research etc... are all examples
of the essence of a requirement,
what ever is stated is what is
required

Keep track of your Blue Card
Keep track of your MBC

Requirements do change — usually
a grace period of 1 year



Merit Badge Success — Resources and Organization

Stay Organized Identify and use resources
« Notebook / 3 Ring Binder effectively
» Card Collecting Inserts * People
* Family
* Use Worksheets * Troop staff and other adults
* Not for turning in e Council staff
. (h300d for remembering . « Community members
dtteps.é/susscouts.org/usscouts/merltba + Places/Things
* https://boyscouttrail.com/boy- * Library
scouts/meritbadges/ * Online resources
e Covid-19 Detail * https://www.scouting.org/coronavirus/co
vid-19-faq/

* Ensure Troopmaster Record
» Take pictures after progress




Use 3 Ring Binder with Collecting Inserts

Information for Applicant

« A merit badge application can be approved only
by a registered merit badge counselor.

* You must have a buddy with you (Scout
buddy system) at each meeting with the merit
badge cour

« Turn in your approved application to your unit
leader. You will be awarded the merit badge
emblem and certificate at a suitable occasion.

Information for Counselor

* Merit badge applications must be signed in
advance by the applicant's unit leader.

« The Scout must have his buddy (Scout buddy
system) in attendance at all instructional sessions.

* You may not change any requirement, but you may
share your knowledge or experience that will make
the counseling more interesting and valuable.
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http://usscouts.org/mb/worksheets/citizenship-in-the-community.pdf

Citizenship in the Community
Merit Badge Workbook
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What is a Troop Library?

A collection of books and other documents related to scouting
* Leadership
* Organization

* Skits

. Songs Merit Badge Books!

+ Maps Contact your Troop Librarian today!
* Manuals

e Other itemes...



What is a Merit Badge Book?

* What they used to look like * What they look like now




https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/Merit Badge RegandRes/Citizenship in the Community.pdf
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Requirements

Discuss with your counselor what citizenship in the community.

means and what i takes o be a good citlzen in your community.
iscuss the rights, dutes, and obligations of ciizenship, an
explain how you can demanstrate good citizenship in your

community, Scouting unit, place of worship, or school.

Do the following:
4. 0n amap of your community or using an electronic device,
locate and point out the following:

1 G e Balge i vty

unty courth

[

souse, and public works/services facilies
Fire staion, police station, and hospial nearest
your home.

3) Parks, playgrounds, recreation areas, and trails

) Historical or other points of iterest

. Chant the organization of your local or state government,

Show the top ofices and tell whether they are elected

ar appol

3. Do the following:

‘Attend a meeting of your ciy, town, or county council

or school board; OR attend a municipal, county, or sate

court session.

Chioose one of the issues discussed at the meeting where

a difference of opinions was expressed. and explain to

your counselor why y

agree with on opinion more

than you do another one.

Choose an ssue that is important to the citzens of your

community; then do the following:

a. Find out which branch of local goverment is
responsible for this issue.
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With your counselor's and a parent’s approval, interview

person from the branch of government you identified
n requirement 4a. Ask what is being done about this issue
and how young people can help.

€ Share what you have learned with your counselor

i e oy St 0 g i
shows how the actions of one individual or group

o ity o v e et o oy

Discuss with your counselor what you learned from the movie

about what it means o be a valuable and concened me!

of the community.

.1 o v [ e i, o ot
i e i, e e iy Yo comety
provides that are funded & Bl oo coumaein why
oo Sovices et eportat 6 youe comemmty

Do the following:
a. Identity three charitable organizations outside of Scouting
that interest you and bring people in your community
together to work for the good of your communiry.

Pick ONE of the organizations you chose for requirement

7. Using a variety of resources (Including newspapes

fiers and other literature, the Interme, volunigers, and
employees of the organization]. find out more about

this organization.

With your eounselor's and your paent’s approval, contact
the organization you chose for requirement 7b, and find out
what young people can o to help. While working on thi
merit badge, volunteer at least efght hous of your time for
the organization. After your volunteer experience is over,
discuss what you have leamed with your counselor.

8. Develop a public presentation (such as a video, s
Feia Lol st ey ek
‘and unique aspects of your community. Include information
about the history, cultures, and ethnic groups of your commu
nity; s best fearures and popular places where people gather;
and the challenges it faces. S r pres-entation in front of
your merit badge counselor or a group, such as your pairol or
2 class at school
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Resources

Scouting Literature
Ay St ok, A B,
American Cultures, American Heritage.
Gitizenship i the Nation, mummp

in the World, Communicatior, Crime

merit badge pamphlets

Visit the Boy Scouts of America's.
official retail website at
hitp:/iwww. scoutstuff.org for

a complete fisting of all merit
badge pamphlets and other helpful
Scouting materials and supplies.

Books
Abress, Monica Dwyer Quietlyat Work
Tounship Government in Americz.

Specialty Press Publisher, 2000.
Bankston, John. Carcers in Community
Service, Mitchell Lane Publishers, 2001,
owman, A, and Rihard C. Keany
State and Local Govern
Houghion Ml Company. Collge
Divsion, 2
Brownlie, Alison. Charities: Do Tt
"Works aimiee Dublishers, 1999
Burns, James M., and others. Sue &
Local Politcs: Government by the
People. Preniice Hall, 2001

Coplin, William D. How You Can Help
Easy Guide to Doin
in Your Everyday Life. Routledge, 2000.
Gary, Lawrence. Houw to Win a Local
Bt A Complee Sty Step
Guide. M. Evans,
sler, Claudia wzunmm 0 Help
" Your Neighiorhood. Seholashic
Library Publishing, 2000.
hogrisAtigl Koy S
metown Fistory: Projcts anct
Activitis Frankin Wats, 1992
Lewis, Barbara A., Pamela Espeland,
aryn Permu_ Kids' Cuide fo
Social Action: How to Solve the
Social Problems You Choose—
‘and Tum Creative Thinking.
Into Fositive Action. Free
blishing Inc., 1996,
Kielburger, Marc, and Craig
Kiclburger. Tuke Action! A Guide
to Active Citizenship. John Wiley
& Sons Inc., 2002
Perry, Susan K. Cateh the Spirit: Teen
Volunteers Teil How They Made
Difference. Scholastic Library
Publishing, 2000
Ryan Jr, Bermard. Community Service
for Teens 6-Volume Set. Facts on
File, 1995

Rusch, Elizabeth. Generation Fix
Young ideas for a Better World.
Beyond Words Publishing Inc., 2002

omzmise T communTy 31

Organizations and Websites

Website: htps//wiww.govspol.com

Kids Care Clubs

975 Boston Post Road.

Darien, CT 06620

Website: mm //wevew Kidscare.org
ion Conter

Acknowledgments
“The Boy Scouts of America i grateful to
Harry C. Boyte, Ph.DL., codirector, Center

mdepmmae Mall

525 An

Phlhddphm PA 19106
Websit

e/ . constutoncentecrg
National Crime Prevention Council
2345 Crystal Drive, Suite 500
Arlingtan, VA 22202

Website: hitp//www.nepe.org

USA.gov

Office of Citizen Services

and Communications

US. General Services Administration
1800 F St NW

Washington, DC 20405

Websie: hip://www.usa. gov

US. Census Bureau
Website: httpy//www.census gov
VolunteerMatch

Website: hitp://www-volunteermatch. org
Youth Activism Proje

Website: hup://www youthactivism com
Youth Service America

Website: hitps//ysa.01g
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the concept of public work.” Thanks to
Robert Hildreth, also of the Cene, for
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“The Boy Scouts of America i grateful
10 the men and women serving on the
Merit Badge Maintenance Task Force
for the improvements made in updating
this pamphle.
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Make Contact with your MBC!

* You own this relationship!

* You will keep track of your own
records

* You will communicate and drive
schedules/meetings/progress

* You will ensure you get signed
off for items completed

* If not completed, discuss what is
outstanding from the
requirement
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| finished my Merit Badge, now what?

* Keep your portion of the Blue
Card

e Go to the Court of Honor

* Keep the card that came with
the Merit Badge

* Put the Merit Badge on your
Sash

* Wear your Sash with pride







